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Independence Day Celebration at University of Allahabad

Honouring the Past, Celebrating the Present!

Honourable Vice Chancellor Prof Sangita Srivastava unfurled the flag on the occasion of Independence
Day.
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MOU signed between University of Allahabad
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National Sports Day at University of Allahabad

The Department of Physical Education, under the
leadership of Prof. Archana Chahal, celebrated National
Sports Day on 28" and 29" August 2024 to
commemorate the birth anniversary of Major Dhyan
Chand, one of India's most celebrated hockey players.
The two-day program, featured various sporting events,
aimed to promote physical fitness, teamwork and

sportsmanship among students and faculty members.

On 28" August 2024 the National Sports Day event was

inaugurated by Prof. Sanjay Saxena, Dean of the Faculty of Arts, who graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest. Prof. Saxena, in his address, emphasized the critical role sports play in shaping students' overall
development. He praised the Department of Physical Education for its continuous efforts in promoting a
culture of fitness and physical well-being within the institution. Prof. Archana Chahal, Head of the
Department of Physical Education, also delivered a motivational speech, stressing the importance of

sports in fostering discipline, leadership, and mental toughness.

Following the inauguration, the first event of the day was

the 3x3 Basketball Tournament. Teams from the Allahabad
Houses displayed their competitive spirit and teamwork in this
fast- paced format of the game. The tournament was filled with
thrilling moments, keeping the audience engaged throughout. The
afternoon session saw a variety of recreational activities,
including games such as tug-of-war, sack race, and relay races.
These activities encouraged participation from faculty and
students alike, making it a fun and relaxed environment to

promote fitness in an enjoyable manner.

The second day began with a Hockey Shootout competition,
paying tribute to India's national sport and the legacy of Major
Dhyan Chand. Students competed to showcase their precision and
skill in scoring goals. The event was highly competitive, with participants displaying excellent technique.

The second day of the celebration was honored by the presence of Prof. Madhurendra Kumar as the Chief
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Guest and Dr. Virendra Singh as the Guest of Honor. Prof. Kumar in his address, spoke about the
significance of sports in life and encouraged students to continue engaging in physical activities for their
holistic development. Dr. Virendra Singh, in his speech, commended the efforts of the Department of

Physical Education and encouraged everyone to embrace sports as a lifelong habit.

The program concluded with the Closing Ceremony where the winners of the two-day competitions were
awarded prizes and certificates by Prof. Madhurendra Kumar and Dr. Virendra Singh. Prof. Archana

Chahal expressed her gratitude to the participants, guests and volunteers for making the event a grand

success. She highlighted the need for regular physical activity to maintain both physical and mental well-

being and stressed the department’s commitment to promoting a healthy and active lifestyle. Ashwani
Kumar, a research scholar, welcomed the guests, while another research scholar Mohd Sabir extendedthe

vote of thanks. All the faculty members, research scholars and tudents were present.
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Anti Ragging Week at University of Allahabad

Shatabdi Boys' Hostel

An orientation program on the theme Youth Sensitization for Abatement of Ragging in Academic Institutions was held
by Shatabdi Boys' Hostel, University of Allahabad. The event was part of the Anti-Ragging Week, organised by all the
departments, institutes, and hostels at the University under the guidance of the Honourable Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Sangita Srivastava.

Dr. Chandranshu Sinha, HoD (Department of Psychology), and Dr. Avinash Kumar Srivastava from the Institute of
Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies were guest speakers for the session.

The event was presided over by Prof. Rahul Patel, Superintendent, Shatabdi Boys' Hostel. Dr. Mrityunjay Rao, Asst.
Superintendent of the hostel, coordinated the educational event with encouragement from the Warden, Prof. Abhay
Kumar Pandey.

The event included extempore speeches by the hostel inmates and a plantation drive by the guests.

Yuvraj Bundela and Sripati Pandey, B.A.LL.B. (Hons.) students, compered the event and delivered the vote of thanks.

om;,lll.;razlarslty of Allahabad

Warde y Superintendent Assistant Superintendent
y.ibhly Kumar Pandey _Prof. Rahul Patel Dr. Mri

ityunjay Rao Parmar
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Department of English & MEL

The University Grants Commission (UGC) and Centre for Youth (C4Y) celebrated Anti-Ragging Week
from August 12—-18. The week aims to raise awareness of the negative effects of ragging and to create a
safe learning environment for students. Ragging can have serious psychological and physical
consequences for victims, so the initiative is taken seriously to ensure a positive experience for all

students and staff.

This was the mandate from the UGC, but the university and particularly, the Department of English and
MEL took this as an opportunity not only to spread awareness, but also to showcase the creativity and
innovation of its students. At the same time, it was a respite from the hectic schedule of studies. A
meticulous planning of events by the students under the guidance of their teachers, Dr Amar Nath and Dr

Mona Agnihotri was done and a tripartite arrangement of extracurricular activities was organized. So, on

14™ August, students poured out their ideas and consciousness in designing posters related to prevention

and prohibition of ragging within the campus. In the afternoon, they churned out their opinions and
strategies to combat the practice of ragging. Rightly put, "Ragging doesn't break ice, but it breaks lives" ,
the students expressed their opinions, and displayed their writing and acting skills by performing skits
related to anti- ragging. The winners were given prizes and certificates by the Head of the Department,
Prof Sushil Sharma. Speaking on the occasion, Prof Sharma highlighted the role of discipline in our lives.
Prof Jaya Kapoor, who was present on the occasion, remarked that bond between seniors and juniors
ought to be cordial, helpful and approachable. On both the days, the teachers encouraged and supported
the students and the Department rejoiced and took part in the celebrations and in this process students
were sensitized. The Department thanks all the students, the faculty members and above all, our Hon'ble

Vice - Chancellor.

DepARTHeNT]
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Anti-Ragging Week Celebrated at the Department of Sociology

In compliance with the directions from the UGC, the Department of Sociology, University of Allahabad

celebrated Anti Ragging Week (12" August to 18" August 2024) by organizing various competitions

namely essay writing, elocution and poster making on the topic - “How to Prevent Ragging” on 16"

August, 2024.

Dr. Sathish, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology threw light on the UGC regulations on curbing
the menace of ragging in institutes of Higher Educational, brought out in 2009.While addressing the
gathering, Prof. Ashish Saxena, Head, Department of Sociology asserted that ragging is considered to be
an anti-social activity and appealed to the students to say no to ragging and yes to life. He said ragging
not only demoralizes the students but it is an inhumane activity. Therefore, it is a criminal offence to
engage in ragging. Students actively participated in the essay writing competition and elocution. They
enthusiastically displayed their creatve anti-ragging posters. The entire program was meticulously co-

ordinated by Dr. Keyoor and Dr. Deborah Darlianmawii, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology.
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Department of Physics

The Department of Physics, University of Allahabad, organized “Meghnad Saha Memorial International
Conference on Frontiers of Physics MSMICFP-2023” during November 22-24, 2023. The convener of the
conference, Prof. Lokendra Kumar initiated the international conference and proposed it to be organized
as part of the Centenary Celebrations by the Department of Physics. Prof. V. K. Tiwari, the head of the
department, chaired the conference. Under the patronage of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sangita
Srivastva, the inauguration of the conference took place in the historical Senate Hall of the University of
Allahabad. The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sangita Srivastava, presided over the inauguration and felicitated
the chief guest, Prof. Larry D. McLerren, guest of honor of the function Prof. Ajoy Ghatak (Retd.
Professor IIT Delhi), Prof. Anand Kumar Tyagi (VC of Mahatama Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi)
and Prof. Rajiv Gavi, IISER Bhopal.

The head of the department, Prof. V K Tiwari welcomed the delegates and elaborated the glory of the
Centenary year celebration. The convener of the conference Prof. Lokendra Kumar, presented a brief
summary and objectives of the conference. Prof. McLarren delivered the keynote speech on Quantum
Chromodynamics phase diagram and its various facets. He also discussed the quark hadron phase
transition inside the core of the neutron stars and early universe. The guest of honor, Professor Rajiv
Gavai from IISER Bhopal discussed the contributions of legendary Professor Meghnad Saha towards
science and society. Professor A. K.Tyagi, Vice Chancellor, MGKV Varanasi, talked about the
applications of Physics for the betterment of society through scientific innovations and creative ideas.
Professor Ajoy Ghatak mesmerized the audience by his talk based on the contribution of Indian Scientists
towards the growth of the country. Prof. Ajeet Mohan Srivastava (IOP, Bhubaneshwar) gave a talk in
hindi on the topic “BRAHMAND KI SANRACHANA. In her address, the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Sangita Srivastava, stressed that such academic events strengthen the vision of students and imbibe
in them the scientific temperament. The inauguration ceremony was concluded with the vote of thanks
proposed by the convener, Prof. Lokendra Kumar. The first day ended with the two technical sessions,
and in the second day, three parallel sessions were conducted along with a plenary talk chaired by Prof.
A. Paknezhad, Islamic Azad University, Shabestar, Iran, and the other prominent speakers of the sessions
were Prof. S. Ghosh, School of Physical Sciences, JNU, New Delhi and Prof. K. Thyagarajan, IIT Delhi.
The session on Nuclear and High Energy Physics and Quark-Gluon Plasma was chaired by Prof.
A.M. Srivastava, Institute of Physics, Bhubaneswar. Prof. Larry D. McLerran from the University of
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Washington, USA, talked about the nuclear matter under the extreme condition of baryon density found
inside the core of the neutron stars and other stellar matters. Prof. Rajiv Gavai discussed the fluctuations
as a tool to locate the critical point in the quantum chromo dynamics (QCD) phase transitions, and Prof.
M. Naimuddin , DU, New Delhi . He discussed the application of High Energy Physics (HEP) elements
for cancer therapy, diagnostic information, material security, computing sciences, industry for power
transmission, and understanding turbulence.

Ve

Centenary Celebration
- Department of Physics -

Department of Physics, University of Allahabad

Meghaad Saha memorial International conference G
5 ! \ J -

In the session on Condensed Matter Physics, Prof. P. Majumdar, Harish Chandra Research
Institute, Prayagraj, spoke on his latest work on Mott Insulators and Prof. Neeraj Khare, IIT
Delhi discussed his recent findings about the magnetic materials. Prof. D. K. Aswal from BARC,
Mumbai, gave a plenary talk on quantum biology as new paradigm to explore low dose biological
phenomenon where he presented ample evidences based on scientific studies to prove that exposure of the
radiation less than 100 mSv may be beneficial for human health. In the subsequent plenary talk, Prof.
Bedanga Mohanty from NISER & CERN enthralled the audience by his amazing talk on quark Gluon.
Prof. Dinesh Kumar Srivastava, Ex-VECC Director and Prof. Raja Ramanna Fellow, gave a wonderful
talk on How long is the Long Path for a developed India? He concluded that India needs to fix its
educational pipeline and bring more students in higher education. Prof. Ajeet Mohan Srivastava, I0OP,
Bhubaneswar, addressed the audience on the topic of Hawking radiation on Acoustic Black Holes in
Relativistic heavy ion collisions and in hydrodynamical flow of electrons. Prof. D. S. Mehta from Bio-
photonics and Green Photonics laboratory, Department of Physics, IIT Delhi, New Delhi gave a talk on
optical tweezers combined with holographic microscopy for tracing the motion of wave guide Trapped
RBCs and spermatozoa cells and their quantitative analysis. Dr Rajiv Ranjan from CNRS and Institute
Fresnel, France, gave a talk on Femto second stimulated scattering microscopy. Several young and
enthusiastic researchers gave their oral presentations in the concluding technical sessions. In the
valedictory session on November 24, 2024, the convener, Prof. Lokendra Kumar, expressed his gratitude
for all participants, dignitaries, invited speakers, and keynote speakers for making the conference
successful and valuable. The valedictory session was chaired by the Dean, Prof. Bechan Sharma, and the
chief guest of the session was Prof. D. K. Aswal, Ex Director, NPL New Delhi. Prof. Ram Manohar
Yadav, the organizing secretary of the conference, presented the vote of thanks to all faculty members,
media persons, research scholars and non-teaching staff.
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The Institute of Gandhian Thought and Peace Studies recently hosted a special
lecture titled "Gandhi: A Bridge between the Past and the Present - The Influence of
Indian Civilization on Gandhi's Thoughts and Actions" as part of its special academy
series, Gandhi Sangat. The Director of the institute, Professor Rakesh Singh, and Assistant
Professor Dr. Surendra Kumar welcomed the chief speaker, Dr. Shailesh Kumar Yadav,
Assistant Professor of the Department of Ancient History and Archaeology at the University
of Allahabad. Professor Rakesh Singh provided an overview of the theme, highlighting
Gandhi's enduring relevance and his deep-seated connection to Indian civilization values.
Dr. Shailesh Kumar Yadav delved into the chronological events in Gandhi's political
journey and explained how traditional values profoundly influenced his actions. Through
extensive travels and the study of Indian society, Gandhi developed principles of non-
violence and truth, spearheading a significant National Movement in India. Dr. Yadav
noted that misunderstandings about Gandhi often stem from a lack of comprehension of
his beliefs and vision. Gandhi sought to imbue modern society with ancient values, aiming
to instigate moral and material reform. The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Dinanath Maurya, Assistant Professor in the Department of Hindi and Modern Indian
Languages. Dr. Surendra Kumar oversaw the event, which was attended by various faculty
members, students, researchers, and institute staff.
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Department of Education

The M.Ed. students of the third semester successfully
completed a two-week internship program, a part of the
curriculum, at three secondary education institutions in
Prayagraj. The internship took place from 30th July
2024 to 10™ August 2024, offering students a valuable
opportunity to gain hands-on experience in various
aspects of secondary school education. The program
was conducted under the expert guidance of Prof.
Dhananjai Yadav (Head) and Dr. Sonia Sthapak
(Internship In-charge and Associate Professor). The
faculty members played a key role in facilitating the
internship across the three schools:

Bharat Scouts and Guide Inter College: Dr. Saroj
Yadav, Dr. Sangeeta Singh, Dr. Sheelu Kachhap, and
Dr. Manish Kumar Gautam; K.P. Training College: Dr.
Sonia Sthapak, Dr. Patanjali Mishra, Dr. Tushar Gupta,
and Dr. Devi Prasad Singh; Anglo-Bengali inter
College: Dr. Ruchi Dubey, Dr. Vivek Singh, Dr.
Virender Kumar Chandoria, Dr. Anamika Yadav.

During the internship, students made critical
observations concerning school infrastructure, teaching
methods, extracurricular activities, and collaborative

initiatives involving parents.
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The Department of Education organized an orientation
programme, ‘Deekshaarambh’, for newly admitted M.A.
and M.Ed. students on 13th August 2024. The programme
started with a ceremonial prayer to Goddess Saraswati,
followed by a welcome address from the Head of the
Department, Professor Dhananjai Yadav. An overview of
the facilities and resources of the University was
presented by Dr Saroj Yadav, who also conducted the
programme. Dr. Sonia Sthapak and Dr VirenderChandoria
briefed the students about the two-year M.Ed. and M.A.
programmes.

To enhance safety awareness amongst the students, the
department screened a documentary on anti-ragging,
generating  discussions and reflections from the
newcomers.

The programme was precisely planned and executed by
the department’s literary and cultural committee (Dr Saroj
Yadav, Dr Sonia Sthapak, Dr Virender Chandoria, Dr
Tushar  Gupta, Dr Sangeeta Singh and Dr
SheeluKachhap). All the other faculty members of the
department graced the occasion. Each faculty member
shared some valuable information with the students. The
programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Sonia
Sthapak.
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Awards/Honours/ Lectures/Research Publications:

Dr. Mahvish Anjum, Assistant Professor, Dept.
ofGeography delivered an invited lecture as a
Keynote speaker in one week Faculty Development
Program on “Artificial Intelligence in Research and
Issues and Challenges, organized by School of
Liberal Arts, Noida International University on 24
Dr. Anjum said that Al powered tools transforming
various aspects of the research process from data
collection and analysis to visualisation and
communication. Al in research has improved and
enhanced the process of research publishing and
developed an efficient digital process, which not
only saves time in publishing papers but also helps it
reach

out to the audience in the scientific world. As of
2024, the Al field will face more problems such as
privacy and personal data protection, ethics of use,
which comprises algorithmic bias and transparency.

Solving Atrtificial Intelligence calls for interdiscip

cooperation and defining regulatory policies.
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Research Pursuits

Dr. Tushar Gupta, Assistant Professor,
Department of Education, published a book
chapter in Routledge. Book title: Academic
Leadership in Higher Education in India (pp.
74-86). eBook ISBN — 9781003489160

Dr Harmanjit Kaur, Assistant Professor,
Department of Botany

Title: Prospects of Phosphate Solubilizing
Microorganisms in Sustainable Agriculture
Name of the Journal: Microbiology and
Biotechnology

Publisher: Springer

Publishing country: Netherlands
Indexing: SCIE, SCOPUS




WHAT’S UP ON AU CAMPUS

BOOK OF THE EDITION MOVIE OF THE EDITION

| Too had a Dream Thangalaan

as told to
GOURI SALVI

FOREWORDJ|BY RATAN TATA

AU TALK publishes news about seminars/workshops/conferences that have taken place at any
Department or Centre of the University. A piece of news along with a photograph of the
organizers should be emailed at editorialboard.autalk@allduniv.ac.in

The magazine publishes informative articles also. Articles should aim to bring out important scientific,
ethical, and environmental issues and must be lucid in their message to society. They can be written in
Hindi or English. In one edition, the magazine can publish up to four such articles.

Do not send pictures capturing garlanding or shawl/memento-giving moments.

The magazine should be widely circulated among students and faculty and on all social media platforms
so that the excellent work done under the auspices of the University of Allahabad reaches far and wide
and benefits all.




